
 

 

 

Call for Artist/Design Professionals 

Request for Qualifications 

 

CANTON ALLEY PROJECT: SIGNAGE DESIGN 
A project for the Chinatown/International District 

 

Deadline: 9/19/2013 at 4pm 

Please submit all materials to: 

(For USPS mailing):   
CHAP c/o SCIDpda 
409 Maynard Ave South, Suite 200 
PO Box 3302 
Seattle, WA 98114 
Attn: Ching Chan 

(For hand delivery, UPS and FedEx):   
CHAP c/o SCIDpda 
409 Maynard Ave South, Suite 200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
Attn: Ching Chan 

 

 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

The Chinatown Historic Alley Partnership (CHAP) is a group of community members dedicated 

to the improvement and reactivation of the Chinatown/International District’s (C/ID) historic 

alleys.   

CHAP is seeking experienced and qualified artists and design professionals to submit an 

application for an opportunity to design signage to be installed in the historic Canton Alley. The 

sign should be compatible with the character of the neighborhood and surrounding buildings.  

The goal of this project is to strengthen Canton Alley and the C/ID’s neighborhood identity, 

highlight its historical and cultural significance, and enhance the pedestrian experience. 

Through a community participatory process, we envision creating a sign that will compliment 

other proposed physical improvements for the alley.  



BACKGROUND: 

Canton Alley holds great historic and cultural significance to the C/ID neighborhood. Since the 

early 1900s, the alleys have served as pedestrian, bicycle and motor vehicle path ways, as well 

as hubs of commercial activity and residential use. In the 1980’s, with the introduction of new 

waste management protocols that brought more waste into the right-of-way, the alleys fell into 

disrepair. Their deterioration and usability was further compounded by vacancies in the 

commercial storefronts along the alleys, as well as the residential units above (several historic 

landmark hotels fell subject to high vacancy rates, thus reducing foot traffic into and out of the 

alley).  

The Chinatown Historic Alley Partnership (CHAP) believes there is tremendous potential to 

reinvigorate the alleys – bringing back commercial activity, more pedestrian and bicycle usage, 

and highlighting their cultural and historic significance for the thousands of visitors to the 

neighborhood each year. This project will increase this neighborhood’s limited access to open 

spaces and public art. CHAP recently received funding from City of Seattle to design and 

implement physical improvement in Canton and Maynard Alleys, including lighting, pavement, 

landscape, public art and signage. 

PROJECT SITE 

Canton Alley (between 7th and 8th Ave S.) is located in the heart of the C/ID.   Neighboring 

establishments include Wing Luke Museum and West Kong Yick Building. Please note that the 

northern segment of Canton Alley is currently vacated between S. Jackson St and S. King St. 

FORM 

The signage should strengthen Canton Alley’s identity as a historic alley and open space in the 

Chinatown/International District. While Canton Alley already has a City issued street sign, this 

signage project calls for incorporation of art to create a symbolic entryway to dignify the 

significance of this space and its history. 

BUDGET: $28,000 

TIMELINE: 

September 19th: application deadline 

October 7th – 11th: First round of interviews 

October 14th – 18th: Second round of interviews (if needed) 

October 21st: Notify artist/contracting period 



October 25th: Begin contract 

Early Spring 2014: Start construction/fabrication/installation 

 

ELIGIBILITY AND SELECTION CRITERIA: 

The artist will be selected through an interview process led by a jury of community stakeholders. 

Applicants will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

 Artistic and aesthetic  excellence 

 Experience with low-income minority neighborhoods of the C/ID 

 Prior experience with creating public art and community engagement 

 

HOW TO APPLY: 

This is a Request for Qualifications. Therefore, we will not be accepting any specific proposals 

for artwork at this time. Applications must include all of the following for consideration: 

 1 page statement of interest 

 Resume(s) of key people in the team (or just one if solo) 

 3 professional references 

 Self-addressed stamped envelope to return materials sent.  
 

WITH 

 Six to twelve slides of digital images on a USB memory drive or a CD/DVD of past 

artwork. Each slide should be numbered with the artist’s name, title, date of creation, 

medium and size.  

OR 

 Six to twelve examples of previous work on tear sheets. Each tear sheet should include 

name, title, date of creation, medium and size. 

 
FOR QUESTIONS OR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
Ching Chan 
206-838-8236 or chingc@scidpda.org 
 

mailto:chingc@scidpda.org

